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bishops of these Sees having been deposed by the Government,
they are still regarded as vacant. . . ."

On 21 January 1884 Bishop Brinckmann, who had been
deprived of his bishopric of Minister since March 1876, received
a pardon by royal ordinance, but the Government could not as
yet bring themselves to reinstate the Archbishops of Posen and
Cologne. The matter was discussed in the Landtag, when
Windthorst challenged the Government to give a reason for
this discrimination. No definite reply was forthcoming, and he
had to be content with the cold statement that "the House must
be satisfied with the repeated declarations of the Government
that they did not consider their reinstation conducive to the
public peace." But within three short months this concession
too was made, and an announcement appeared that the suspended
State endowments would be restored as from i January. Mean-
while a motion for a grant from Catholic funds to an " Old
Catholic " bishopric was negatived "on the grounds that this
sect no longer formed part of the Catholic Church."

This was the state of affairs when Lord Ampthill died in
August. Bismarck had not yet quite arrived at Canossa, but
his journey was nearly over.